^«iii 


[Document  F.] 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  4lh,  1842. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


FROM 


THE    SELECT    COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED  TO  IN(l<7IRE  AND  REPORT 


THE  RATE  AT  WHICH  SLAVES  WERE  VALUED 


UNDER  THE 


Provisions  of  the  late  Assessment  Law. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
WM.    JOHNSTON,    PRINTER. 

.    1842. 


7ii  :itJi   i 


T  H  o  q[  ^^  ^^ 


U  J 


A^«i  iiJit' 


/'.'..I 


I  ml  -^tii  lo 


REPORT. 


The  Select  C(jmmittee  appointed  by  this  House,  M-hose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  valuation  of  slaves  un- 
der the  late  assessment  law  is  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the 
State,  havelhe  honor  to  report : 

That  to  enable  thera  to  obtain  the  desired  information,  they 
through  their  chairman  directed  letters  to  be  addressed  to  the 
clerks  of  the  commissioners  and  the  levy  courts  of  the  different 
counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  requesting  them  to  furnish  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  rate  of  valuation  of  slaves  in  each  coun- 
ty and  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

The  answers  of  these  clerks,  in  most  cases  made  with  com- 
mendable promptitude,  furnish  the  information  desired:  and  your 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  House  in  the  posses- 
sion of  this  information,  present  the  following  abstracts  from  that 
correspondence. 

From  Allegaxy  County. 

The  clerk  to  the  commissioners  (Mr.  Devecmon)  states,  "1 
have  prepared  and  herewith  forward  to  you  a  table  showing  the 
rates  at  which  slaves  were  valued  by  the  assessors  of  Allegany 
county,  appointed  under  the  law  of  the  last  session.  The  table 
exhibits  the  number,  age  and  sex,  under  their  respective  heads,  of 
the  slaves  as  valued  to  three  different  persons  in  each  election  dis- 
trict in  the  county  (excepting  District  No.  10,  only  one  person  in 
this  district  being  assessed  with  slaves,)  which  \vill  give  the  com- 
mittee a  correct  idea  of  the  rates  at  which  all  the  slaves  of  this 
county  have  been  valued  by  the  said  assessors.  From  this  table 
it  appears  therefore — that. 

All  slaves  under  14  years  have  been  valued  at  $161  64  a  head. 

Males  from  14  years  to  45,                            "  339  70 

Males  over  45  years,                                       *'  125  00 

Females  from  14  years  to  36,                         "  102  77 

Females  from  36  years  and  upwards,            "  141  66 


(( 

If 


From  Washington  County. 

Slaves  under  the  age  of  14  years,  were  valued  from  $25  to  200 
Males  from  14  years  to  45,  valued  generally  at  400 

In  some  few  cases  at  a  less  sum. 
Males  over  45  years  valued  according  to  their  age  and 

usefulness,  from         -  -  -  -  25  to  200 

Females  from  14  to  36  years  valued,  from     -  200  to  300 

"       over  36  years,  from      -  -  -  25  to  100 

"Washington  county  was  laid  off  in  three  assessment  districts, 
with  three  sets  of  assessors,  who  made  their  valuations  agreeably 
to  their  own  judgments.  Therefore  the  valuation  of  slaves,  and 
all  other  kind  of  property,  were  not  put  at  the  same  value  in  all 
districts." 


From  Frederick  County 


The  Committee  present  the  following  extract  from  Mr.    Henry 
Schley,  clerk  of  that  county,  viz : 

"I  feel  very  much  at  a  loss  to  give  to  you  such  information  as  you 
require,  ar.'l  for  the  purpose  of  giving  some,  have  called  upon  one 
of  the  assessors  of  this  district,  and  from  him  I  have  ascertained, 
that  in  his  district  they  made  the  assessment  on  servants,  say  fe- 
males under  14  years  at  ahotit  $15  for  each  year  of  their  age — 
males  under  14  years,  from  $20  to  $25,  for  each  year  cf  their  age. 
Males  from  14  to  45  years  he  is  of  opinion  "will  average  about 
$450,  and  females  about  $325.  Males  over  45  years  about  $115, 
and  females  at  $134.  " 

"Upon  looking  over  the  returns  by  the  assessors  for  the  differ- 
ent districts,  it  is  my  impression,  that  in  some,  the  average  will 
be  a  fraction  higher,  and  in  others  will  be  somewhat  less,  but  I 
cannot  learn  that  there  was  any  fixed  or  settled  rule  by  which 
valuations  were  made.  Upon  turning  to  the  aggregate  assessment 
of  the  entire  county,  made  by  myself  from  the  returns  of  the  as- 
sessors, (a  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Western  Shore,)  I  find  the  number  of  slaves  under  14  years 
to  be  181 1,  value  $259,429,  which  makes  the  average  about 
$143  25.  Number  of  males  from  14  to  45  years  1001,  value 
$364,453,  makes  an  average  of  about  $364  08.  Number  of 
males  over  45  years  179,  value  $20,813,  makes  an  average  of 
about  $116  27.  Number  of  females  from  .14  to  36  years  765, 
value  $216,193,  makes  the  average  about  $282  60.  Number  of 
females  over  36  years  248,  value  $31,344,  makes  the  average 
about  $126  38;  but  you  will  perceive,  in  this  statement  is  includ- 
ed negroes  for  a  term  of  years,  and  such  as  are  feeble  and  un- 
sound." 

From  Carroll  County. 

Mr.  Basil  Root,  clerk  to  Commissioners,  writes  as  follows: 
"In  answer  to  your  letter  of  inquiry,  respecting  the  valuation 


of  slaves  in  this  county,  in  reply  I  would  inform  you,  that  the  as- 
sessors made  no  urjiform  valuation;  they  valued  them  as  they 
thought  the  full  cash  valuation,  varying  from  fifty  to  four  hundred 
"dollars  a  piece." 

P^ROM  Baltimore  County. 

My.  Samuel  Worthington,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  answers 
thus : 

"I  would  inform  you  that  by  a  reference  to  the  returns  of  the 
assessors,  all  slaves,  both  male  and  female,  under  the  age  of  14 
years,  have  been  assessed  at  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
five  dollars  each — all  m"ales  from  14  to  45  years,  at  three  hundred 
dollars  each — all  males  over  45  years,  at  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each — all  females  from  14  to 
36  years,  at  tv>'0  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  each — all  females  over 
36  years,  at  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
each.  The  difference  in  the  price  of  those  under  the  age  of  14 
years,  and  those  of  the  males  over  45  years  and  females  over  36 
years,  is  owing  to  the  tact  that  the  county  v\-as  by  law  divided 
into  two  assessment  districis,  and  there  being  different  assessors 
to  each  district." 

FiioM  Baltimore  City. 

Mr.  Seidenstricker,  the  Collector  of  State  Taxes,  furnishes  the 
following  detailed  statement: 

Male  Slaves. 

$225" 
375 
525 
425 
200  - 
75 

Female  Slaves. 

From    7  to  14  years  of  age,  -              -                 175 

"     14  to  35           "           -  -             -           3tlO 

"     35  to  40           "  -             -                 200 

"     40  to  45           "           -  -             -           100 

"     45  to  55           '<  -             -           ,       50 

From  Harford  County. 

Mr.  James  W.  Keen,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  states  as 
follows : 

Both  sexes  under  14  years,  from  $40  to  50  each. 

Males  over  14  and  under  45  years,  at  300 

Males  of  45,         -              -             -  150  to  200 

Females  over  14  and  under  36  years,  150  to  200 

"           "    36,  from         -             -  50  to  100 
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From  Howard  District, 

Mr.  Daniel  Butler,  Clerk  to  Commissioners,  states  as  follows: 
"  Healthy  Slaves  under  14  years  of  age,         $150 
-      ^       "        -  ■  -  .        400 

250 
300 
250 

Fro.m  Montgomery  County. 

It  appears  from  a  note  accompanying  the  returns  of  Mr.  Lewis 
ShotSj  tlic  clerk,  that  the  assessors  made  only  a  partial  return; 
but  the  following  are  the  rates  fixed  by  the  assessors,  viz: 
"Male  and  Female  Slaves  under  14  years  of  age,  valued   from 

$50  to  $200  according  to  their  age. 
Male  Slaves  from  14  to  45,  valued  at  -         -         -         $500 

do.  over  45,  valued  from  -  -  $100  to  250 

Female  slaves  from  14  to  36,  valued  at        -         -  300 

do.  do.         over      36,  valued  from         -  50  to  200 

.     ^         From  Prince  George's  County. 

•Mr.  J.  13.  Belt  furnishes  the  following  scale  of  valuation  of  slaves 
made  by  the  assessors  of  Prince  George's  county  in  1841. 

$50 
100 
125 
150 
200 
225 
300 
500 
600 
500 
400 
300 
100 

125 
150 
200 
250 
300 
350 
300 
250 
200 
125 
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from  42  to  48, 

(C 

from  4P  to  55, 

(( 

from  35  to  60, 

From  St.  Mary's  County. 

Mr.  Wra.  Ford,  clerk,  writes  as  follows: — "That  the  assessors 
have  not  as  yet  furnished  me  with  the  standard  by  which  they 
were  governed  in  assessing  tlie  property  of  the  county." 

"  In  valuing  negroes  under  14  years  of  age,  I  understand  they 
were  governed  entirely  by  the  age  and  appearance.  Males  from 
14  to  45  they  valued  at  $400.  Females  from  14  to  36  years  at 
$300.  Males  oyer  45  years  and  females  over  36  years  were  val- 
ued according  to  age  and  appearance.'" 


?:) 


From  Charles  County. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Robertson,  clerk,  writes,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
assessors  having  returned  no  separate  list  and  valuation  of  such 
slaves,  (all  males  and  females  under  14  years — males  over  45 
years,  and  females  over  36,)  he  has  been  compelled  to  average 
them,  viz: 

Average  value  of  males  and  females  under  14  years,  $76 
Value  of  males  from  14  to  45  years,  -  -  -  500 
Average  value  of  males  over  45  years,       -         -  -      94 

Value  of  females  from  14  to  36  years,  -         -         300 

.  Average  value  of  females  over  36  years,  -         -       82 

From  Calvert  County — By  Mr.  Jas.  B.  Dixon,  Clerk. 

"All  slaves  from  their  birth  to  14  years,  are  put  at  $175  each. 
Males  from  14  to  45  at  $500  each.  Females  from  14  to  36  $300 
each, — and  all  males  over  45,  and  females  over  36,  are  valued 
according  to  age  and  infirmity — some  at  $50,  some  at  $100,  and 
others  as  high  as  $200  each." 

From  Anne  Arundel  County 

The  committee,  has  been  furnished  with  the  following  scale  of 
valuation,  as  adopted  by  the  assessors. 
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From  Cecil  County. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Ellis,  Clerk,  writes :  "That  the  price  of  slaves  iipou 
the  assessment  for  this  county  does  not  appear  to  have  been  reg- 
ulated by  any  general  rule  applying  in  all  cases,  but  the  assessors 
appear  to  have  judged  of  each  case  according  to  particular  age, 
health  and  general  condition. 

"The  valuation  of  slaves,  first  class — that  is,  those  under  the 
age  of  14  years,  of  either  sex,  varies  from  $75  to  $150,  with  little 
or  no  perceptible  dioerence  on  account  of  sex.  The  valuation  of 
slaves  of  second  class — that  is,  males  between  the  ages  of  14  and 
45,  varies  from  $175  to  $275.  The  most  general  price  of  men 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  30  years,  have  been  250  and  260  dol- 
lars, and  in  several  instances  (I  suppose  on  account  of  some  good 
qualitv,)  they  have  been  assessed  to  $275.  From  30  to  45  years 
old  from  180  to  200  dollars.  From  14  to  18  years  old  from  175 
10  200  dollars.  The  valuation  of  slaves  of  third  class — males 
over  the  age  of  45  years,  are  most  generally  fixed  at  $100 — in  a 
few  instances  they  have  been  put  above  that  amount,  and  some 
have  been  charged  $150.  The  valuation  of  slaves  of  the  fourth 
class — females  from  14  to  36  years  vary  from  150  to  200  dollars. 
The  valuation  of  slaves  of  the  fifth  class — females  over  36  years, 
varies  from  50  to  100  dollars,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  price 
being  as  high  as  |125." 

From  Kext  Couxty. 

Mr.  James  F.  Gordon,  Clerk,  writes:  "The  returns  of  the  as- 
sessors of  this  county  afford  no  information  at  what  rate  slaves 
were  assessed,  except  that  the  highest  value  put  upon  the  males 
is  $300,  and  the  highest  value  upon  females  $200." 

Fkom  Caroline  County. 

Mr.  Joseph  Richardson,  Clerk,  states: 
"Males  under  the  age  of  14,  according  to  their  age, 

from         .  -  .  .  .  ,^20  to  $130 


Females  under  the  age  of  14  years,        -  -         20  to    $80 

Males  from  14  to  45  years  of  age,    -  -  300 

Females  from  14  to  36  •'    "  *-  -       200 

Males  over  45  "  from  nothing  to  130 

Females  over  36  "  "  150 

From  Somerset  County. 

Mr.  Edward  M.   Wise,  Clerk,  makes  the  following  statement : 

Males — from     1  to     5  years,  $40 — Females  $30 

5  to  10                  80           "  60 

10  to  15  125           "  100 

15  to  20  250           "  200 

20  to  30  300           "  250 

30  to  40  250           "  200 

40  to  50  150           "  100 

50  to  60  "75           "  50 

From  Dorchester  County. 

Mr.  William  Rea,  Clerk,  send  the  valuation  of  slaves  in  detail, 
as  follows,  viz; 

Valuation  of  males  under  5  years,         -  -         $50 

"               females   "      5  years,              -  -       30 

"                males  from  5  to  14  years,  -          150 

females  from  5  to  14  years,  -     130 

'males  from  14  to  45  years,  -         350 

females  from  14  to  36  years,  -     200 

"                males  from  45  to  50  years,  -          150 

"                females  from  36  to  50  years,  -     100 

All  over  50  years   according  to   the  health  and   condition  of 

slaves;  more  frequently  not  valued. 

From  Queen  Ann's  County. 

The  following  rate  of  valuation  has  been  received  from  Wool- 
man  J.  Gibson,  clerk. 

Slaves  under  5  years  old,         ...         -     ,$50 

-  -    110 

-  200 
325 

-  275 

-  -    100 

-  100 

from  10  to  14  '       do.        -         -         -  150 

"         f:om  14  to  25         do.             -         ,         -  250 

"         from  25  to  36         do.        -         -.        -  200 

"         from  36  to  45         do.             ...  150 

<'        from  45  to  55         do.        .        -         -  50 
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— 

(C 
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10 

..,.  From  Worcester  County. 

"    The  clerk,  Mr.  Cord  Hezzard,  writes  as  follows:  .  ^ 

"  I  find  from  the  best  calculation  that  I  can  now  make,  that 
the  slaves  of  this  county  are  valued  as  follows: — The  average 
price  of  those  under  fourteen  years  is  eighty-five  dollars ; — the 
average  price  of  males  from  fourteen  to  forty-five  years,  is  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars; — the  average  price  of  females^ 
from  fourteen  to  thirty-six  years,  is  one  hundred  and  forty  dol-~ 
lars.  There  are  so  few  males  and  females  above  forty-five  and 
thirty-six  years,  that  are  valued  at  any  thing,  that  I  have  not  at- 
tempted to  fix  any  particular  average  price  ori  them,  as  it  would 
be  very  small." 

From  Talbot  County. 

Males, — from  14  to  45  years,  healthy,  -         $400 

do.  "     25  to  30         do.         -         -         -       350 

do.         "     30  to  35         do.  -         -  300 

do.         "     35  to  40         do.  -         -         -      250 

do.  "     40  to  45         do.  -         -  200 

Upwards  of  forty-five  years  in  proportion  if  healthy,  if  unhealthy 
they  were  considered  as  worthless. 

Females — from  14  to  25  years,  if  healthy,  $300 

do.  "     25  to  30         do.         do.         -  250 

do.  "     30  to  36  -       do.         do.         -  200 

Uj)wards   in  proportion  if  healthy,  if  not  they  were  considered 
worthless. 

Males  from  1  to  14  years  were  valued  at  $25  for  one  year,  and 
twentv-five  dollars  per  year  was  added  for  every  year  up  to  14 
years  if  healthy. 

Females  from  1  to  14  years  $20  at  one  year,  and  $20  for  every 
year  up  to  14  years. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

■  JOHN  S.   SELLxMAN,  Chairman 

of  the  Select  Committee. 
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